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Meeting of the Bovingdon Parish Council 
held in The Memorial Hall, High Street, Bovingdon 

2nd March 2026 starting at 7.00 p.m. 

    
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
1. 

 
 

2. 
 
 

 3. 
 
 

 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Present: 
Councillor Caroline Barnett 
Councillor Graham Barrett (Chairman) 
Councillor Bregazzi -Jones 
Councillor Ian Field 
Councillor Nic Leon 
Councillor Hugh Schneiders 
Councillor Julie Steer 
Councillor Philip Walker 
Councillor Pauline Wright 
 
Also present: 
Parish Clerk,  Borough Councillor Stewart Riddick, Borough Councillor 
Gbola Adeleke and Herts County Councillor Richard Roberts. 
 
Press: 1 
 
Representatives from the Village: 5 residents 
 
Although Chairman Barrett was present, due to a recent accident he was 
unable to chair the meeting. Vice-Chairman Councillor Walker presided 
over the meeting in his place. 
 
To Receive Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mike Foulds 
 
Co-Option of a Councillor Ian Field to the outdoors committee 
Proposed Councillor  Schneiders seconded Councillor Barnett 
 
Specific Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
Public Question Time 
(4.1) A resident enquired whether the council was aware of any report being 
commissioned to measure all the roadside kerbs in the village, having 
observed a person undertaking such measurements over the past couple of 
weeks. The resident also asked about the purpose of the report, if it existed. 
Councillor Walker responded that the council is not aware of any such 
report. He suggested that the activity could be related to a potential 
planning application and confirmed that the council would provide an 
update if any further information becomes available. 
Councillor Richard Roberts clarified that the activity is not connected to 
Hertfordshire Highways. 
 
(4.2)  A resident asked whether Bovingdon had reached its quota for new 
 houses. 
Councillors Barrett and Walker explained that there is no such quota. They 
 noted that, while there are no further large developments for Bovingdon in  
Dacorum’s draft Local Plan, the Plan has not yet been finalised, so there is  
no guarantee that Bovingdon will not see additional development. 
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5. 
 

 
       
      
6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 

 
 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. 

 
 
 
 
 

9. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signing of Minutes: Bovingdon Parish Council Meeting, 12th January 2026 
Those Councillors present agreed the minutes of the meeting of Bovingdon 
Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2026  were a true 
representation of the meeting and the minutes were signed by Councillor 
Walker. 
 
Action List update – See additional papers 
 
Matters Arising from Minutes: Bovingdon Parish Council Meeting, 12th January  
2026 

A resident raised concerns about cars mounting the pavement on the 
High Street near the doctors’ surgery leading to Tesco. 
Councillor Roberts explained that he has met with a highways 
specialist to discuss the top of the High Street, where a new crossing is 
proposed. He noted that this is an ongoing project and confirmed that 
the council will be kept updated on progress. Councillor Roberts also 
explained that the highways budget is currently stretched; however, 
he noted that the government is investing £8 billion into roads, and he 
is hopeful that some roads in the county will benefit from this 
funding. He added that the top of the High Street will be revisited as 
part of future improvements. 
Councillor Steer commented that the recent pothole repair outside 
Tesco had been poorly executed and asked Councillor Roberts to 
investigate whether this was a temporary repair and if it will be 
redone. 
 
Lamppost survey 
Councillors Walker and Field have completed their walk of the village 
to compile a list of suitable lampposts. Councillor Walker has provided 
their findings to the Parish Clerk, who will now arrange for a survey of 
the selected lampposts. 
 
County Councillor update 
Councillor Roberts reported that all Year 6 children at Bovingdon School had 
been offered their first-choice school. 
He also provided an update on the Chesham Road crossing, which had been 
discussed previously. It had been hoped that Hertfordshire Highways would 
provide match funding to Bovingdon Parish Council; however, this is no 
longer possible due to insufficient funds in the locality budget to cover the 
50% contribution. Councillor Walker will liaise with Ringway to obtain 
costings for the work so that a decision can be made on whether the project 
can be funded from Bovingdon Parish Council’s CIL money. 

 
Borough Councillor update 
Councillor Riddick discussed the ongoing challenges in dealing with planning departments to 
uphold planning arguments. He also highlighted the continuing issue of flooding on Green 
Lane and confirmed that it remains a priority for him to ensure that Taylor Wimpey takes 
the necessary actions to resolve the problem. 
 
To receive and adopt the following Committee minutes: 

(9.1) Planning Committee  Meetings                                                                                                                               
(i) 12th January 2026 (ii) 26 January 2026 (iii) 16th February 2026 

(9.2) Outdoors Committee  
(i) 22nd September 2025 
It was resolved that the minutes of these meetings, as circulated, be received 
and adopted. 
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10.2 

 
 

10.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Feedback from Chairman of Committees: 
 
Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
10.1.1  Resolutions to be considered from the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee: 
(a) It was proposed by Councillor Steer and seconded by Councillor Walker 
and resolved that the Council approved the statutory receipts and payments 
report up to the 31st January 2026  for the Parish as set out in the attached 
papers. 

(b) It was proposed by Councillor Steer and seconded by Councillor Breggazi 

Jones and resolved that the Council approves the bank reconciliation as set 
out in the attached papers. 
(c) To note that there needs to be two separate councillors to sign off the 

invoices and payments. 
(d) To note that the precept demand for 2026/2027 has been submitted to 
Dacorum Borough council.  
(e) To note that all payments and purchases must be made through the office 
or through Councillor Steer and Councillor Barrett if a debit card is required. 
(f) Councillor Steer will be arranging a CIL meeting  
Memorial Hall Management Committee 
Councillor Steer will be arranging a Memorial Hall Management meeting over 
the next couple of weeks. 
Outdoors Committee 
(10.3.1) It was resolved that the council agrees to pay up to £500 from the 
outdoors budget for new anti-litter signs. It was agreed that the wording for 
these signs will be agreed at a later date. 
(10.3.2) It was resolved that £200 was to allocated from the £10,000 wild 
flower budget for new wild flower areas in the village. 
(10.3.3) It was resolved that the council would pay Dacourm the monies 
ialready allocated for the grasscrete on Bovingdon green and Old Dean if 
required  
(10.3.4) Replacement tree on Bovingdon Green – Agreed to add to next 
agenda  
(10.3.5) Clearing the brambles on Bovingdon Green -  It was resolved that a 
quote should be obtained and permission from Dacorum to cut the over 
grown brambles on Bovingdon Green, Councillor  Schneiders  & Councillor 
Wright will get quotes  
(10.3.6)  It was proposed that a joint litter-picking session involving the 
Village Warden and councillors be arranged to address areas not normally 
covered, including inner hedgerows and drainage ditches. 
Councillors Walker, Field, Begazzi-Jones, and Leon all volunteered to assist. 
The Parish Clerk will coordinate with the Village Warden to arrange a suitable 
date for the activity. 
Personnel Committee 
Councillor Foulds was not in attendance at the meeting and therefore no 
update was provided. 
Planning Committee 
Councillor Barrett confirmed that the Planning Committee has met three 
times. He reported that the Committee has objected to the planning 
application for the land behind Duckhill Farm. 
Councillor Steer enquired whether there were any further updates on 
Greymantle or the Bobsleigh. Councillor Barrett confirmed that there were 
no further updates at this time. 
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11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   12. 
 

12.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.2 
 
 

12.3 
 
 
 

12.4 
 
 
 

13. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verbal Reports from the current Working Groups 

 
11.1 Grange Farm - Councillor Barrett reported that they are still working on the  
Heads of terms and would discuss this further in Part 2 
11.2 Communications - There have been no meetings yet of the communications 
group. Councillor Barnett will set one over the next couple of weeks. This will 
be organised over email. 
11.3 The High Street/Memorial Hall Working Group - Prior to the meeting, Councillor 
Barrett distributed to all councillors the information and drawings he had received from the 
architect following his and Councillor Walker’s meeting before Christmas. 
It was agreed by all councillors that two further architects should be invited to submit 
drawings for the potential regeneration of the Memorial Hall. The Clerk will research 
suitable architects for this purpose. 
 
Verbal Report from the Council’s representatives on outside bodies/groups 
 
HMP The Mount 
Councillor Leon explained that he had spoken with the Governor regarding 
litter around The Mount. The Governor stated that, at present, there are no 
eligible prisoners available to assist with litter picking. 
Councillors Barrett and Leon will arrange for MP David Taylor to visit the site 
to highlight the issue. 
 
Bovingdon Community Library 
Councillor Steer advised that there was nothing to report 
 
Bovingdon Primary Academy 
Councillor Leon will be meeting with the headmistress next week and will 
update at the next meeting. Councillor Walker requested to join the meeting. 
 
Police Liaison 
Councillor Barnett reported that she has had no reply from the police liaison 
officer. Councillor Walker suggested that she tries the Police Commissioner. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting arrangements 
It was agreed that, for 2027, the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish will be held on two separate days. 
Councillor Barrett asked the council for suggestions for speakers at this year’s 
meeting. It was suggested that the Headmistress of Bovingdon Primary 
School might provide the village with an update on recent changes and 
future plans for the school. Councillor Leon will speak with her regarding this. 
 
Clerks Report – Verbal  
Purpose of Report To provide Members with an update on activities, works, 
and administrative matters completed. 
The Clerk and the temporary Assistant to the Parish Clerk have continued to 
manage the day-to-day administration of the council, ensuring compliance 
with statutory requirements and supporting council business effectively 
throughout the month. 
Website Work 
Julie has continued work on the council website to improve content making 
sure documents are compliant and up to date.  
Internal Audit 
We have not had the full report yet however, We have begun implementing 
several of the actions arising from the internal audit so far. 
For example, we now require approval from two councillors for all invoices 
after we have added them for payment on the bank account.   
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15. 

 
 
 
 
 

16. 
 

 

I am gradually working on amending our agendas and minutes. Along with 
the agenda sent out for this meeting, I included a couple of examples for 
reference. 
For the next meeting, I will require all Chairmans of each committee to 
prepare a written report, which will be circulated to the council together 
with the agenda. 
You will also have received the start of the new Action report which was 
circulated with your agendas.  This is not complete and will continue to be 
added too.  
Business Plan – As a council it is suggested that you as councillors write a 
“Business Plan” of what you would like to achieve in each financial year.  This 
is then something that can be used when setting a budget it would be good if 
this is something we could implement before the budget setting.  
The lack of personnel meetings and Memorial hall meetings has been 
highlighted.  
Asset Register  
Councillor Steer and I spent four and a half hours walking around the village 
updating our asset register and responding to a request from Dacorum to 
provide a list of our assets, including their What3Words locations. 
Oven 
The new oven in the hall is faulty the office have arranged an engineer to fix 
this should be covered by the warranty.  
Public Toilets 
The public toilets have re-opened we have so far had no further issues of mis 
use  
Parking Tickets and School Parking Issues 
Parking tickets continue to be issued. Ongoing issues remain with continued 
abuse from school parents parking inappropriately, which is being 
monitored.  
Precept 
Precept demand for 2026/27 has been submitted 
Hanging Baskets  
How many to order as they are not going onto the lampposts Councillor 
wright will let the Clerk know how many to order in the next week. 
Daffodils – Taylor Wimpy  
The office has emailed Taylor Wimpey to explain that the area which was 
replanted still requires additional bulbs, as there is a large section where the 
daffodils have not grown back. We are currently awaiting their response. 
Warden 
Has started on the signs around the village he is cleaning and fixing them 
where needed.  
Litter picking sign 
After the outdoors meeting we are looking to order some new village signs 
about litter picking. 
Suggested wording see (10.3..1) 
 
Councillor Updated/ Agenda items for next meeting items raised are for 
discussion only, no resolutions can be made on items that did not form part 
of the agenda but new matters can by arrangement of the council be added 
to the agenda of the next Parish meeting  
10.3.4 – To be agreed when all costs are known. 
 
To note the date of the next Bovingdon Parish Council meeting: 
Monday, 11th May 2026 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in the Memorial Hall. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.34pm 
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